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The second assembly of the World Council of Churches in session at Evanston, Ill., 1954: The third assembly is sched- 


uled for New Delhi, India, in November. 
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Ecumenical Christianity and Missions 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D. D. 


Director for North America 
China Inland Mission 


Nothing since the fundamentalist-mod- 
ernist controversy of the 1920’s has so di- 
vided Christians as has the Ecumenical 
Movement. People are labeled, classified doc- 
trinally, and criticized according to their re- 
lationship to the movement: ecumenical 
groups failing to appreciate the position of 
the nonecumenical groups, and nonecumeni- 
cal groups attacking those who are in the 
movement. The significance of the movement 
ita” vente sr es Oss “gagfor the cause of 


Chi mittee be ¢. og zo@ “4c world are 
- A8v8G19 AIND BOTRES he a ms 
his stics of the 


MO. Citieebinces 


_— 19th century has been described by 
church historian K. S. Latourette as “The 
Great Century” of Protestant missions. At 
its beginning there were almost no mission-. 
ary societies. At its end Protestant churches 
were recruiting their young people for over- 
seas service under the slogan, “The Evangeli- 
zation of the World in This Generation.” Al- 
most sixty generations of Christians had 
come and gone since Christ issued the Great 
Commission, but they now felt that their 
generation could and should “evangelize to 
a finish” and “bring back the king.” Not 
only was Protestant Christianity global by 
1900, but not a few felt that the time had 
come to convene a conference so complete in 





its representation of every stream in 
Protestantism that comprehensive plans 
might ‘be made “for the immediate 
occupation of all unoccupied fields.” 
This conference, eventually convening 
at Edinburgh in 1910, actually set the 
stage for an entirely new and unfore- 
seen epoch—that of the Ecumenical 
Movement. There are those Protestant 
leaders today who feel that if present 
trends continue, the 20th century will 
prove to be even more notable than the 
19th century, with this Ecumenical 
Movement fully realizing its highest 
aspirations and achieving its most dis- 


tant goals. 
What is this movement? How did it 
begin? What is its over-all thrust? 


What are its goals? Does its emergence 
at this time have any prophetic sig- 
nificance? Certainly, its world-wide 
character has its effect on current mis- 
sionary strategy. 

But what attitude should the evan- 
gelical assume as he ponders its onward 
march? It cannot and should not be 
ignored, for it professes to represent the 
vanguard of Christianity in this gen- 
eration. Obviously it should first be 
understood. 

Some Definitions—In the midst of 
World War II, in April 1942, William 
Temple was consecrated Archbishop of 
Canterbury. At that time while pon- 
dering the world’s political and cultural 
disintegration, he could find but one 
reconciling, united force: the Church of 
Jesus Christ. What he then said cap- 
tured the imagination of many and has 
been widely quoted ever since. To him, 
the world-wide church, existing in frag- 
mentation in many lands, consisting of 
many races and speaking many tongues, 
was “the great new fact of our éra.” 

It might seem strange to refer to this 
as a great discovery, for the essential 
oneness of the Church is an ancient 
Biblical concept. But Archbishop Tem- 
ple was struck by its tremendous po- 
tential despite the diverse streams that 
make up its fullness. Its world-wide 
fellowship was, in short, an “ecumenical 
movement” to him. 

But why use the term “ecumenical” 
and why describe the church as a 
“movement?” Actually, the word 
“ecumenical” stems from the ancient 
Greek noun oikoumene, meaning “the 
inhabited earth.” It appears fifteen 
times in the Greek New Testament and 
was early used (4th century) to desig- 
nate those great church councils that 
represented the entire church and de- 
bated doctrinal and other matters for 
the acceptance of all. The word de- 
scribes the catholicity of God’s people 
scattered throughout the earth. It is 
far better than the word “international” 
for it avoids reference to man-made 
differences. 

The word “movement” should be ap- 
preciated as well. Some of the ecumen- 
ical leaders are careful to affirm that it 
is “not primarily a matter of complex 
organization. It is much more an atti- 
tude, a conviction, a way of understand- 
ing the church’s task, and a new 
Christian reformation.”1 What does 
this mean? A “movement” involves 
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New headquarters of the National 
Council of Churches, The Inter- 


church Center, Riverside Drive, 
New York City. 


direction, growth, adaptation, and 
change. All these are fundamental to 
the Ecumenical Movement. 

Expressed Goals of the Ecumenical 
Movement.—One is impressed with the 
very lofty ideals that are expressed in 
the official literature of this movement. 
There are three dominant convictions 
that appear again and again. First, 
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that God desires to use the world-wide 
church to “extend the gospel of recon- 
ciliation to all generations and nations,” 


Second, that this’ task is “drastically — 


and inexcusably hindered by the di- 
visions of ‘classes, races, and denomina- 
tions within the church.” Third, that 
the unity of the church “can be made’ 
more manifest” and “its task more ef- 
fective” by a “renewal of the corporate 
faith, worship, and discipline of the 
Christian church at large, and the local 
congregation in particular.” 

It is a movement in that its Christian- 
ity is not denominational .or sectarian, 
national or local. “Its hallmark is its 
wholeness and extensiveness, as con- 
trasted with the brokenness and limited 
range of much familiar Christianity.” 
Christians in the Ecumenical Movement 
are not primarily desirous of encour- 
aging co-operation between existing 
churches. Co-operation is of secondary 
importance!to them. They desire rather 
to “grasp the fulness of the Gospel and 
of Christian doctrine.” By this is meant 
an eagerness to enter into the life and 
worship, the doctrine and practice, of 
all Christian bodies, young and old, 
scattered throughout: the whole earth. 
They are “impatient with every barrier 
which prevents Christians as individ- 
uals or. groups from enjoying unre- 
stricted fellowship with all others.” 

They argue that the church is one, 
that it is evolving, growing, developing. 
Their great debate centers over the 
variety of answers they themselves give 
to the fundamental question: “What is 
the nature of the unity we seek?” They 
are deeply concerned over the fact that 
Christ prayed for the unity of His peo- 
ple “that the world may believe... 
that the world may know that thou hast 
sent.me” (John 17:21, 23). But how to 
make this oneness evident and visible 
to'the world is the great problem. They 
deeply feel that although they do not 
know the ultimate destination of their 
movement, God is with them, in con- 
trol. “This is one mark of the glory of 
the Ecumenical Movement. In it, in 
accord with the measure of our faith 
and of our obedience to the Holy Spirit, 
we are being led by God into that kind 
of life that He wills for His Church.”2 

The literature of the Ecumenical 
‘Movement is extensive. Its atmosphere 
is one of friendly, though serious, de- 
bate. A tremendous intellectual fer- 
ment has been generated by burdened 
minds, united in a crusade whose 
rection is approved, but whose ulti 
goals are only dimly perceived. 

They ask one another hard and 
questions. What makes a man a mi 
ber of the church, anyway? How 
we have a theological basis when 
are seeking to cross all theological 
to enter into the total experience of 
the churches in Christendom? How 
we achieve the unity we desire 
cannot yet describe? Would a “co 
for co-operation” be sufficient above 
denominational level? “To some of US 
manifest unity means visible, corporate, 
local unity” (Visser 't Hooft). To othe 
ers there can and should be legit 
mate diversities in one ‘united world 
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church. But which loyalty should have 
precedence: ecumenical, denomina- 
tional, or local? What attitude should 
we have toward fundamentalist sects, 
Roman Catholics, Southern Baptists, 
and Missouri Synod Lutherans? 

Not that the Ecumenical Movement 
is merely a debating society. They 
are seriously tackling such divisive 
matters as racial segregation in 
churches, class stratification in church 
life, and denominational divisions. In 
recent decades hardly a year has passed 
without the consummation of a church 
union somewhere. A perusal of an an- 
nual report of the interdenominational 
Church World Service will impress one 
with their serious and costly efforts to 
feed the hungry, heal the sick, and 
help in various other ways by seeking 
“to be a Christian presence” throughout 
the world. They feel that the longer 
they delay the quest for unity the 
longer they will remain weak. One al- 
most irresistible argument used is that 
“no fragment*of the universal Church, 
no denomination or communion by 
itself, can embody and express, the rich- 
ness and fullness of the Gospel, of wor- 
ship and devotion, of theology and 
ethics.” To perpetuate divisions is to 
tolerate the undernourishment of the 
whole church and the frustration of its 
unexpressed “love for the brethren.” 
Then, too, the more divided the church, 
the weaker its witness to the world on 
matters touching social justice and hu- 
man dignity. As divided churches “our 
witness is heard by the world, not as a 
united, compelling voice, but as a con- 
fused and discordant babble.” Finally, 
they argue, “We cannot proclaim a re- 
conciling Christ to the world if we 
Christians are not fully reconciled 
among ourselves.” 

There are outstanding men in this 
movement. They have sought to sense 
the need of the church as they know it 
throughout the world, and do some- 
thing about it. They want to be con- 
structive and helpful. As one of them 


has said, “Every attitude, assertion, or 
activity which we call Ecumenical must 
be subjected to judgment by the crite- 
rion of Jesus Christ our Lord.” One 
cannot dismiss this movement with a 
syllogism or two, or a categorical judg- 
ment, much less a contemptuous sneer. 
And yet the whole movement poses the 
gravest of problems. In order to appre- 
ciate them fully, it is necessary to 
review the record of its historical devel- 
opment. 

History—The Edinburgh Conference 
of 1910, under the leadership of Dr. 
John R. Mott, was the first truly world- 
wide interdenominational missionary 
conference. Its slogan, “the evangeli- 
zation of the world in this generation” 
had a Scriptural basis. All men were 
lost. Christ died for all. The Gospel 
must be preached to all. “Most partici- 
pants seemed to take for granted that 
the Great Commission of Christ (Matt. 
28:19) was the only basis needed for 
the missionary enterprise . . . the mis- 
sionary obligation was considered a self- 
evident axiom to be obeyed, not to-be 
questioned” (p. 5, Anderson). This was 
essentially a strategy conference, that 
the missionary task might be accom- 
plished as efficiently and quickly as 
possible. In order to maintain a sense 
of continuity for all participating so- 
cieties, a Continuation Committee was 
formed. It began to function effec- 
tively after its May, 1911, meeting at 
Auckland Castle, England, under the 
sympathetic eye of the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, Dr. H. C. G. Moule, one of the 
great evangelical leaders of his day. 
After spasmodic growth it brought into 
being the International Missionary 
Council in 1921, at Lake Mohonk, N. Y. 

But the years immediately following 
were filled with upheaval and change. 
World War I and its tragic aftermath, 
the growth of secularism and liberal 
theology, the emergence of the social 
gospel,3 and the great increase of de- 
structive Biblical criticism—all this 
contributed to a tremendous shift in em- 





World Council delegates confer with Russian Orthodox Church officials (left) 
in Moscow. 
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The first post-World War Il meeting 
of the Provisional Committee of the 
World Council of Churches was 
held in this building in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 


phasis in a very articulate and able 
segment of the church’s younger leader- 
ship. The next great world conference 
was held in Jerusalem in 1928, at the 
height of a world-wide economic boom. 

Jerusalem differed greatly from Edin- 
burgh. No longer was there a clear-cut 
Biblical simplicity. Evangelical dele- 
gates discovered a growing desire on the 
part of the liberals to approach the 
non-Christian religions with a sym- 
pathy and appreciation foreign to New 
Testament standards. When mission 
goals were discussed, it was revealed 
that not a few felt the missionary move- 
ment should be more “this worldly” in 
its objectives. Living without Christ 
now seemed more tragic than dying 
without Christ. “Our message is Jesus 
Christ; we dare not give less, and we 
cannot give more”’—these words of 
William Temple helped to unite con- 
servatives and liberals at this confer- 
ence. But, as Bishop Neill sagely 
remarked, “Evangelism was no longer in 
the center of the picture, and no more 
was heard of ‘the evangelization of the 
world in this generation.’” 4 

Bishop Stephen Neill, prominent in 
the activities of the World Council of 
Churches, has stated that a case could 
be made for regarding the deliberations 
of the Jerusalem Conference as “the 
nadir [lowest point] of the modern 
missionary movement.” His explana- 
tion: “This was the moment at which 
liberal theology exercised its most fatal 
influence on missionary thinking, the 
lowest valley out of which the mission- 
ary movement has ever since been try- 
ing to make its way” (p. 151, Neill). 

In the years immediately following 
Jerusalem, this new shift in emphasis 
gained many adherents and became a 
general trend, chiefly through what 
came to be known as the Laymen’s Ap- 
praisal Commission. Dr. W. B. Hocking, 
a Harvard philosophy professor, led a 
group of prominent laymen, who toured 
the mission fields of the world. Years 
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World Council executives, Dr. Edgar Chandler (left) and Andrew Mouravieff, 
visit colony of so-called Old Believers from Russia, which the WCC helped 
relocate on 6,000-acre tract in Brazil. 


later Dr. Hocking looked back and said: 


Our commission for the Laymen’s 
Inquiry, which studied missions 
around the world two and a half dec- 
ades ago, fortunately included two 
types of mind, and both on the alert. 
We had our conservatives holding to 
the “Only Way” principle as a matter 
not alone of loyalty but of plain com- 
mon sense—you either accept the sav- 
ing work of Christ, done once for all, 
or you don’t; Christ cannot be general- 
ized nor watered down by theological 
appeasement. These members were 
reasonably worried by the broad net 
which others, including the chairman, 
tended to cast—by their respectful 
care for and interest in local pieties, 
as if for them the word “superstition” 
had ceased to have a distinctive mean- 
ing. They were troubled when any 
of us went so far as to take part in a 
service of worship of Hindu or Parsee 
origin; and especially so when one of 
our own women members, who shall 
remain forever unidentified, accepted 
an invitation on the spot to join a 
group of Hindu women dancing at a 
festival of Rama to celebrate the full 
moon! (The Christian Century, p. 268, 
March 2, 1955.) 

The recommendations of this inquiry 
were published under the title Rethink- 
ing Missions (Harper, 1932). Among 
other things they included: (1) Give 
prominence to the social gospel—“the 
primary business of the missionary in 
the future is to permeate the personal 
life of the individual and the fabric of 
human society with creative ideals and 
energies ... rather than to build a 
church as an institution to stand out as 
an entity in itself apart from the larger 
whole of society” (pp. 108, 109). (2) 
Remove evangelism from schools and 
medical work—‘“the time has come to 
set the educational and other philan- 
thropic aspects of mission work free 
from organized responsibility to the 
work of conscious and direct evange- 
lism” (p. 70). (3) Regard non-Christian 
religions ‘and their devotees as fellow 
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seekers after truth—‘“the missionary 
will look forward, not to the destruction 
of these religions, but to their continued 
co-existence with Christianity, each 
stimulating the other in growth toward 
the ultimate goal, unity in the com- 
pletest religious truth” (pp. 443, 444). 
(4) Recruit, train, and appoint only 
liberal-minded missionaries—“a much 
more critical selection of candidates 
should be made .. . td prepare for the 
transition from the temporary work of 
church planting, pioneer work in med- 
icine, education and the training of 
leaders—to the permanent function of 
promoting :world understanding and 
unity on a spiritual level through the 
ambassadorship of these relatively few 
highly equipped persons ... (p. 328). 
(5) Unify all missions boards under one 
general administration—“the most ur- 
gent need is the adoption and rigid en- 
forcement, in all fields, of a definite 
policy of concentration. of personnel 
and resources” (p. 304). 

Many were enthusiastic about this 
report. To them it was evident that 
“Modernists are not now a minority in 
Protestant leadership” (Christian Cen- 





This article will be one chapter 
in a new, definitive study of mis- 
sions to be published in November 
by Inter-Varsity Press (1519 N. As- 
tor St., Chicago 10, Ill.) entitled 
Missions in Crisis: Rethinking Mis- 
sionary Strategy, in both cloth and 
paperback editions. Previous arti- 
cles in this series by Dr. Glasser 
will be included, .together with 
material written by the Rev. Eric 
S. Fife, missionary director of 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
and author of the recently pub- 
lished Man’s Peace God’s Glory. 














tury). But many evangelicals reacted 
with dismay. The report’s publication — 


was a signal to liberal forces within 
denominations and missionary societies 
to reach for the control of their organ. 
izations. Tragic divisions resulted. One 
outcome was the creation of many new 
“faith,” “independent,” and “direct-sup- 
port” missionary societies to replace 
agencies that were no longer in essential 
subjection to the authority of Scripture, 


In 1938 the International Missionary, 
Conference again convened, this time 
at Tambaram, Madras. By now there 
had been some reaction, chiefly Euro- 
pean in origin, against the humanism 
of the Jerusalem conference. There was 
also a growing realization of the spir- 
itual vigor and equality of the younger 
churches overseas. These latter brought 
the conference to recognize the Bibli- 
cally obvious but often overlooked fact 
that the church itself is the “center and 
focal point of the whole missionary en- 
terprise.” The chief objective of mis- 
sions is to plant churches. They in 
turn are to become centers of light for 
further missionary outreach. This was 
a positive note. Even evangelical mis- 
sions were helped by this emphasis, 

But at Tambaram the issue of theol- 
ogy again came to the fore as a result 
of Dr. Hendrik Kraemer’s pre-confer- 
ence book, The Christian Message in a 
Non-Christian World. All were con- 
fronted with the problem of revelation, 
its nature and authority. True, Dr. 
Kraemer rejected the possibility of non- 
Christian faiths leading men to God or 
finding fulfillment in Christianity. This 
was a great improvement on Jerusalem. 
Evangelicals were encouraged. And yet 
his approach to the Gospel records dis- 
turbed them greatly. Was he separat- 
ing Jesus of Nazareth from the Christ 
of God? Was not a measure of irra- 
tionality involved in minimizing the 
one while magnifying the other? The 
theology of Karl Barth was exerting a 
strong influence, and evangelicals were 
confused. The conference did not agree 
on theological matters, so its official re- 
leases were deliberately vague and in- 
conclusive. It is significant that at these 
conferences the Holy Spirit was hardly 
even mentioned.5 

After the awful tragedy of World War 
Il, in which more than 50 million lost 
their lives, and the demonic aspect of 
man was uncovered as never before, 4 
chastened convocation of leaders con- 
vened at Whitby, Canada, in 1947. No 
evangelical can take serious exception 
to the new vision granted them for the 
evangelization of this world. The ree 
ord of their deliberations reminds one 
of Edinburgh. The older Wester 
churches confronted the younger na 
tional churches, and frankly said, “We 
accept you as our equals. Let us be 
partners-in-obedience for the evange 
lization of this world. What lead cal 
you give us? What are your Pp 
How may we help you to discharge 
your evangelistic obligations?” Read 
their solid words: 

The Gospel is to be preached to all 
men. Can it be so preached in ou 

generation? To preach to men 18 
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the same as to convert them. God 
alone can command success, and it is 
always open to men to resist His will. 
Yet, when we consider the present ex- 
tension of the Church, and the divine 
and human resources available, we 
dare to believe it possible that, before 
the present generation has passed 
away, the Gospel should be preached 
to almost all the inhabitants of the 
world in such a way as to make clear 
to them the issue of faith or disbelief 
in Jesus Christ. If this is possible it 
is the task of the Church to see that 
it is done. 

From the older churches the younger 
churches are asking for literally thou- 
sands of men and women as mission- 
ary helpers: to go into immense areas 
where the name of Christ has never 
been heard and where there is no 
hindrance to the preaching of the 
Gospel but the lack of a messenger; to 
take immediate advantage of oppor- 
tunities in lands where it seems likely 
that the Gospel will not have free 
entry for more than another ten or 
fifteen years; to help in building up 
the Church in countries where thou- 
sands are being gathered in every 
year; to share in the training of lead- 
ers, up to the highest level, for theo- 
logical, educational, social, medical 
and pastoral work (pp. 215, 216, Re- 
newal and Advance, Edinburgh House 
Press, London, 1948). 

Actually, Whitby was largely disre- 
garded as an impractical and idealistic 
conference. Basic theological issues were 
not faced. Perhaps attention was di- 
verted to Amsterdam, where the World 
Council of Churches was being formed 

(accomplished in 1948). Even the next 
International Missionary Conference, 
convened at Willingen, Germany, in 1952, 
was eclipsed by the growing strength 
of the WCC. Close observers noted 
that the old debate revolving around 
the theological basis of missions was 
again coming to the fore. What is the 
place of missions in the life and wit- 
ness of the church? What is the actual 
nature of the church’s mission? These 
questions tended to push aside ques- 
tions of strategy and advance. The 
IMC seemed to be bogging down in 
debate and losing its sense of mo- 
mentum. What was the use of debating 
grand strategy when the home churches 
were not recruiting missionaries for the 
1910 Edinburgh Biblical viewpoint? 

Then at Accra, Ghana, in 1957-58 a 
conference was convened that seemed 
to point out an, entirely new direction. 
Why should there not be a joint as- 
sembly of the IMC and WCC convened 
with a view to uniting these two bodies? 
Why not eliminate the difference be- 
tween churches and missions? Why 
not a new concept: the church is the 
mission and the mission is the church? 
The day of missionary societies is over. 
Why not take aggressive steps toward 
the reunion of all the churches of Chris- 
tendom scattered throughout the earth? 


Such will soon come to pass.. In No- 
vember 1961 the integration will be ac- 
complished. This will be heralded as 
“the great forward step” of the Ecumeni- 
cal Movement, for it is now this move- 
Ment that has come to the fore. The 
WCC has emerged as the dominant body, 
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even though it would never have 
gained its place in the sun had there 
not been the missionary movement with 
its long decades of growth and its in- 
ternational conventions. In a_ sense 
there is a great positive gain that has 
resulted from all this. For centuries 
missionary work has been done, al- 
most in spite of the church, rarely with 
its whole-hearted blessing. A devoted, 
doggedly determined “remnant,” never 
adequately supported with personnel 
and funds, has accomplished amazing 
deeds in planting the church throughout 
the world. With the integration of the 


Prominent figures in the early work 
of the World Council of Churches: 
Left to right, top—Dr. John R. Mott 


(U.S.A., former general secretary, 
World Student Christian Federation; 
former chairman, International Mis- 
sionary Council), Dr. Douglas 
Horton (Congregational Christian 
Church, U.S.A.), Bishop Gustaf E. 
Aulen (Lutheran, Sweden), Dr. J. 
Hutchison Cockburn (Church of 
Scotland); center—Dr. Marc Boeg- 
ner (French Reformed Church), Dr. 
W.: A. Visser ‘t Hooft (general see- 
retary, WCC); bottom—Archbishop 
Getmanos (Eastern Orthodox), Dr. 
Alphonse Koechlin (Swiss Prot- 
estant Federation), the Most Rev. 
George Bell (Church of England), 
Dr. Samuel Cavert (U.S.A.). 


IMC and WCC, along with many noble 
words about “unity, thatthe world may 
believe,” there appears to be the pos- 
sibility of a great stimulus in evange- 
listic outreach by the whole church 
throughout the whole world. 

But there is the great, unresolved 
theological problem. It is here that 
the evangelical experiences grave mis- 
givings. Several months before the 
New Delhi Joint Assemblies of the 
IMC and the WCC are to convene, 
a significant book has been released: 
Gerald H. Anderson’s The Theology of 
the Christian Mission.6 Twenty-five of 
the leading contributors to current Prot- 
estant thought participated in an at- 
tempt toward “the building of a new 
theological edifice for the Christian Mis- 
sion in today’s world.” Tillich, Barth, 
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Bouquet, Cullmarfh, DeWolf, Kraemer, 
Warren, and Hogg are among the au- 
thors. This book finds its significance 
in that its subject is the key item on 
the New Delhi agenda. 

The book reflects the spread of opin- 
ion and areas of agreement and dis- 

. agreement characterizing the Ecumenical 
Movement today. The grave issues that 
divided churches at home and their 
missions overseas in the 1930’s are still 
present. The current debate within the 
WCC on the basic problem of finding 
theological justification for presenting 
the Christian Gospel to devotees of non- 
Christian religions is moving steadily 
away from the historic evangelical po- 
sition. 

Some Dominant Characteristics—-One 
can generalize on the dominant char- 
acteristics within the Ecumenical Move- 
ment today because its vast literature 
constantly strikes certain major chords. 
What are they? 

1. In message, the movement is in- 
clusivist. One shares with Dr. Kraemer 
his long-standing sense of indignation 
with the Ecumenical Movement because 
of its unwillingness to take “practical 
measures to combat syncretism” within 
its ranks. What other reactions can 
the Evangelical have to the allegation 
now made that the early Christians 
“may have been over-zealous” (p. 219, 
Anderson) in affirming that “there is 
no other name given under heaven for 
the salvation of men”? And how can 
he be sympathetic with the view that 
“all of the early Christians’ affirmations 
about Jesus the Christ were in the 
mythic dimension”? The explanation 
of this follows: “They believed that 
Christ was in some sense the ‘Messiah,’ 
or the ‘Son of Man,’ or the ‘Son of God.’ 
Some believed that He had a ‘virgin 
birth.’ All of these themes are ancient 
mythic themes, paralleled over and 
over again in the religions of mankind” 
(Anderson, pp. 221, 222). One is re- 
minded of Rethinking Missions when 
he reads, “Faith is not bound by any 
particular system of dogmas or ideas. 

As man’s free response to the di- 
vine act it has the freedom to choose 
between various doctrines, ideas, and 
cultural patterns so that it may be able 
to create a new system of doctrines and 
ideas .. .” (p. 177, Anderson). 

Not that all contributors to the book 
are religious relativists. There are 
those leaders in the movement who are 
unequivocally Christian in the New Tes- 
tament sense, holding to what others 
label an “Only Way rigidity.” Yet, they 
remain in the movement. They have 
doubtless felt that to participate is con- 
sonant with their deepest convictions. 
They have doubtless been influenced by 
the judgment of many evangelicals in 
the Church of England who rejoice that 
historic, Biblical Christianity has a sig- 
nificant place in their communion, even 
though the total Anglican theological 
spectrum ranges from Roman sacramen- 
tarianism to practical unitarianism. 
They are likewise aware that vital 
Biblical Christianity in Britain dimin- 
ished in those groups (Methodist, Bap- 
tist, Congregational) which in years 
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past withdrew from the Church of 
England for theological reasons. They 
hope that by reunion these groups will 
more likely than not come into contact 
with New Testament Christianity once 
again. 

2. In missionary outreach, the move- 
ment is uncertain. What - attitude 
should one take toward the non-Chris- 
tian religions? To the evangelical, the 
Scriptures speak clearly. They affirm 
again and again that the Christian mes- 
sage is not only unique but also ex- 
clusive. 

Within the Ecumenical Movement the 
issue is uncertain. Some icld that 
Christianity has an “absoluteness” about 
its essential elements. Others see in 
Christianity something neither final nor 
suited to all mankind. It, too, is caught 
up in the spirit of change. Since there 
is “the good in all religions,” Chris- 
tianity in its ultimate form, as it un- 
folds from the reconciliation and 
reunion of all Christendom, will then be- 
come the fulfillment of all heathen re- 
ligions. There is no such thing as a 
doctrinal Christianity, no finality to 
Jesus of Nazareth, and no need for 
evangelizing the Jews and Gentiles in 
the New Testament pattern. “Jesus 
promises that even those who have 
never heard of Him, heathen and non- 
Christians, who to their own surprise 
turn out to be Christians because they 
have fulfilled the command of love, will 
be received into the kingdom of God 
and will sit at table there with Him... . 
The criterion which determines the con- 
signment of men to the kingdom of God 
or to outer darkness is not a definite 
doctrine about Christ, not a recognition 
of the Christian claim to absoluteness, 
nor is it even a knowledge of the his- 
torical figure of Jesus” (pp. 143, 144, 
Anderson). 

It is argued that the times are so 
dark, the growth of secularism so rapid, 
that Christians should seriously heed 
the call to inter-religious co-operation 
overseas. Surrender your Christian dis- 
tinctives and work with all and sundry 
who are laboring to maintain the re- 
ligious dimension in modern life! Res- 
cue by the Gospel those who are 
doomed to eternal punishment, to 
“everlasting destruction from the pres- 
ence of the Lord.” Such rigidity of 
viewpoint, Tillich comments, is “un- 
worthy of the glory and of the love of 
God and must be rejected in the name 
of the true relationship of God to His 
world” (pp. 283, 284, Anderson). 

The Evangelical cannot help but re- 
coil from this devitalized, antisupernat- 
ural, humanistic Christianity that sees 
neither centrality in Jesus Christ nor 
eternal salvation for mankind solely 
through His Cross. It matters little how 
popular, how persuasive, how powerful 
this movement becomes if it is not be- 
ing guided by basic Biblical principles. 
The authoritative Word which is Christ 
Himself and the ancient Jewish Scrip- 
tures He trusted, obeyed, and promised 
to supplement with a New Covenant 
are not central at all. The Ecumenical 
Movement appears to be more of man 
than of God. 
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3. In organizational outreach, the 
movement is aggressive. In recent 
years the sequence of organizational 
patterns within Protestantism has been 
unfolding with mounting speed. For 
many years—perhaps too many—ad- 
ministrative control on the field was in 
the hands of the foreign missionaries 
and their governing boards in the 
homelands. As the national’ churches 
emerged and grew, however, national 
leaders began to share in field admin- 
istration. Eventually these churches 
were organized into separate national 
councils, in which both missionaries and 
nationals participated. But with the 
growth of nationalism it became ap- 
parent that missionaries should take a 
back seat and grant national churches 
full autonomy. This generally resulted 
in the establishment of national Chris- 
tian councils in which the churches 


Three World Council leaders at 
Buenos Aires meeting (left to right): 
Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of 
the Evangelical Church of Hesse 
and Nassau, Germany; Archbishop 
lakovos, New York, Greek Ortho- 
dox; Bishop Sante Barbieri, Buenos 
Aires, Methodist. 


brought into being by the various mis- 
sions were further united, with mis- 
sionary societies excluded and foreign 
missionaries: only serving in advisory 
capacities. These have eventually been 
transformed organizationally into a cen- 
tralized “Church of Christ” for the 
whole nation. Because of the inclusiv- 
ist’ theological bias of the leadership of 
these national churches, as well as their 
historic orientation to the old-line de- 


nominations, these national churches 
have tended to by-pass evangelical 
churches and missions, though their 


spiritual contribution and outreach 
more often than not exceeded that rep- 
resented by the united “Church of 
Christ.” It is these separate national 
“Churches of Christ” that have been so 
intimately related to the IMC and 
are soon to be incorporated into the 
World Council of Churches. 

A recent study released by the Staff 
Council of the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the National Christian Council 


of Churches in America has detailed — 
the strategy for advance in East Asia 
Its pattern is representative of the or. 

ganizational drive taking place within 

the Ecumenical Movement today. 


(a) Strengthen the National Chris. 
tian Councils in each country until] 
these Councils are strong enough to 
win the support of the local churches 
and to furnish leadership for the 
Christian movement in each country, 

(b) Enlist groups that are not ready 
for full co-operation in the National 
Christian Councils in special parts of 
the program, such as literacy, audio- 
visual and radio, Christian literature, 
and relief. 

(c) Organize strategy committees in 
connection with the National Christian 
Councils and help new missions find 
their place in an area with the best 
comity arrangements. 

(d) Keep strong united churches 
within the framework of the National 
Christian Councils so that there can 
be co-operation of the strong and the 
weaker churches for nationwide proj- 
ects.7 
An example of the carrying out of the 

Movement’s strategy has recently been 
observed in Vietnam. There, the Evan- 
gelical Church of Vietnam, a fully self- 
supporting national church that is 
largely the result of the faithful labors 
of the Christian and Missionary Ailli- 
ance, has been approached by the IMC’s 
Inter-Church Aid program, offering to 
subsidize pastors, provide capital funds 
and professors for a theological semin- 
ary, make financially possible the par- 
ticipation of Vietnamese pastors and 
Youth Teams in promotional tours 
throughout Southeast Asia on behalf of 
inter-church fellowship, and set up a 
scholarship fund that college-age stu- 
dents might study overseas. This intru- 
sion has been protested, but these 
persuasive pressures have not been 
withdrawn. 

An Evangelical Evaluation—What is 
to be the response of the evangelical 
Christian to the Ecumenical Movement? 
Obviously, this is a most complex prob- 
lem. Biblical principles must be kept 
in mind, and their application is most 
difficult. Consider the following: 

1. Union: For Christians to be di- 
vided is a “scandal and a shame.” True, 
the problem of disunity is not new. 


Even in Christ’s day there was an 0¢- 


casion when His disciples came upon 4 
stranger casting out demons in His 
name, and forbade him on the ground 
that “he followeth not with us.” But 
Christ rebuked them. ‘forbid him 
not,” He said, “for he that is not against 
us is for us” (Luke 9:49, 50). 

Down through its twenty centuries 
of history the Christian church has 
never been actually united in an OF 
ganic, institutional sense. But, despite 
this, it is the will of the Lord that His 
people be united in such a way “that 
the world may believe” that He is the 
sent One of God. Great texts in Scrip- 
ture affirm the need of Christians for 
one another, because they are already 
spiritually united in Christ their Head. 
“Keep the unity of the Spirit . . . till we 


(Continued on page 67#) 
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August 26, 1961 (Lesson for September 10) 


EDITORIALS__. 


The Wisdom of This World 


NE of the highly esteemed men of our generation is 
O the British historian, Dr. Arnold J. Toynbee, author 
of the ten-volume “Study of History.” Time (May 12), 
in a review of his later book, Recomsiderations, speaks of his 
“astonishing erudition” and refers to his “History” as the 
“boldest and most exciting effort yet made by a modern 
historian to chart man’s troubled, inspired climb from primi- 
tive morass to a fellowship of man and God.” In a sym- 
posium of criticism of his great work, entitled The Intent 
of Toynbee’s History, nine men who are experts in their 
various fields point out serious mistakes made by Toynbee. 
Now in Reconsiderations the historian himself humbly ad- 
mits to many errors. He declares that he was intellectually 
rash, and that he must revise his view of the growth of 
“higher religions” and his chart of civilizations. Time says 
“he tacitly agrees that he forced facts into theories.” He 
confesses to being “almost entirely ignorant of modern 
Western discoveries, from the seventeenth century onwards, 
in the fields of mathematics and physical science”; and says 
that his “knowledge of the aeons of history before these 
last 5,000 years is little: better than sheer ignorance.” 

Time’s reviewer is no harder on Toynbee than he is on 
himself. The famous history still contains much useful infor- 
mation. But in the light of the Bible, Toynbee’s confes- 
sions in his latest book are quite significant. He has been 
looked up to as one of the leading thinkers of our day, and 
he is representative of a large number of philosophical writ- 
ers and teachers who are highly respected. But as one 
thinks of their search for truth, which does not take full 
account of the Biblical revelation, one is reminded of 
Zophar’s question to Job, “Canst thou by searching find 
out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion?” What Dr. Toynbee has recently written exposes 
the cracks in the shaky foundations on which many of 
man’s theories—such as evolution—are built, instead of on 
the sure foundation of the Word of God. 

The Apostle Paul had a great deal to say about the wisdom 
of this world in the first three chapters of his First Letter 
to the Corinthians. “For it is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the under- 
standing of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the 
scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this World? . . . For the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, 
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.” In another 
Letter, written to guard the church at Colosse against the 
false philosophy of that age, Paul said that in Christ “are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” and he told 
the believers to “beware lest any man spoil you through 
Philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 

God will have the last word. Therefore, though we 
cannot here fully understand all that God has revealed to 
us in the Bible, or be able to answer all the arguments of 


men against it, yet we need not fear in the face of a great 
show of worldly wisdom. We may rest assured that, in 
William Gladstone’s phrase, we stand on “the impregnable 
rock of Holy Scripture.” 


Forgotten . Factor 
N WEST EIGHTY-FOURTH STREET in New York 


City “men without jobs sit on the stoops and stare 
fixedly across the street. There is nothing to do. Inebri- 
ates weave their uncertain courses. At night, when the 
heat rises to the nineties in matchbox size rooms, people 
seek the grim relief of gambling and drinking on crowded 
stoops and sidewalks. By dawn several hundred empty beer 
cans will be thrown into random discard” (The New York 
Times). 

In the Andes mountains of Peru, Mr. Abelardo Luna, 
who lives in a mansion in Cuzco, has a 15,000-acre hacienda 
worked by 500 Indian peasants. “Luna lets his peasants 
graze a limited number of livestock free. . . . He also allots 
each family two acres of cropland. . . . For four days each 
week, the peasants must work for the hacienda; they are 
supposed to get one sol, or 4 cents, per day for their labor; 
in practice, they say, they get nothing” (Time). 

To many these pitiful situations can be helped by slum 
clearance and by foreign aid. No doubt both have been 
useful in the past. But without denying the good of such 
programs, we as Christians need to be aware of their short- 
comings. 

If the problem is merely economic, these are plausible 
solutions. Even then one has his doubts, as witness, this 
evaluation of Bolivia: “No Latin American nation has re- 
ceived more U.S. aid than Bolivia, and few have less to show 
for it. Since 1952, the U.S. has pumped $169,600,000 into 
Bolivia, either in technical assistance or outright grants. 
Yet Bolivia’s economy is still near bankruptcy, and its 
3,500,500 ill-housed, ill-fed people are never far from 
revolt” (Time). And the solution in New York City is not 
merely in the area of housing. “This is a ghetto of people 
who are discriminated against. Add to that the criminal 
landlords who take advantage of their misery” (The Rev. 
Mr. James A. Gusweller, New York Times). 

Men attempt materialistic solutions to problems that have 
their roots beyond the material part of man’s nature. We 
are not opposed to slum clearance and foreign aid, but they 
deal with the surface only. They do not get to the hearts 
of men, where the real problem lies. 

Is this not the forgotten factor? What is the real 
answer? It is conversion of “criminal landlords” through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Too simple? Not at all. One 
need only study the history of the Wesleyan revival in 
England to see what dramatic changes took place in society— 
changes that affected the course of English history—and 
changes wrought by the Gospel which “is the power of 
God unto salvation” and also unto the solution of twentieth- 
century needs in Peru and New York City. 

But who is reaching the landlords of New York and Peru 
for Jesus Christ? Perhaps they are also “forgotten” by 
believers today. The church has the message men need. 
“Who will go for us?” 
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THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth; 

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that 
Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome: ) 
and came unto them. 

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were tent- 
makers. 


18 And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and 
then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into 
Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his 
head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. 

19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he 
himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the 
Jews. 

20 When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, 
he consented not; 

21 But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means 
keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return 
again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus. 


International Uniform Lesson 





AQUILA AND PRISCILLA, ABLE TEACHERS — 
Acts 18:1-3, 18-21, 24-28; Romans 16:3-5a; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—Having then gifts differing according to the gra 
us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching, 


—Rom. 12:6, 7 





an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to 
Ephesus. 

25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently 
the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 

26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom 
when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto 
them, and expounded unto him the way of God more per- 
fectly. 

27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the 
brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, 


-when he was come, helped them much which had believed 


through grace: 
28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, 
shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ. 


Rom. 16:3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ | 


Jesus: 

4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of 
the Gentiles. 

5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
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24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, 





Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 





Approach to the Lesson 
[’ IS interesting to see how incon- 





spicuous were the beginnings of 
some of the great apostolic churches, 
such as Antioch, Philippi, and Corinth. 
These corporate testimonies usually had 
their roots in the conversion of a few 
individuals, and their gathering to- 
gether unto Christ as Lord and center. 
It was customary for the missionaries 
to make their first contacts in the syn- 
agogues where the God-fearing Jews 
assembled to pray and to hear the Old 
Testament Scriptures. It was here that 
the Messianic hope was held, and thus 
a splendid ready-made foundation was 
found for the presentation of the Gos- 
pel witness. One feature of the syn- 
agogue service was that there was an 
opportunity for a visitor to address the 
congregation if he felt he had a help- 
ful message. This was the approach at 
Corinth. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 18:1.—“After these things Paul 
departed from Athens, and came to 
Ccrinth.” The distance from Athens to 
Corinth is some forty or fifty miles, and 
in journeying to the latter city, Paul 
struck for a strategic center. Because 
Corinth had two harbors—Cenchrea on 
the east and Lechaeum on the west—it 
had become a famous. commercial cross- 
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roads. It was there that sailors from 
the East met sailors from the West. 
Because the temple of Aphrodite, built 
on the summit of the citadel, gave re- 
ligious sanction to vice, licentiousness 
was rampant in Corinth. 

Verse 2—“And found a certain Jew 
named Aquila ... lately come from 
Italy, with his wife Priscilla . . . and 
came unto them.” Paul’s friendship 
and fellowship with this Christian cou- 
ple, initiated here, became lifelong. 
The meeting probably took place in the 
Corinthian synagogue. Out of this came 
the invitation to the missionary to make 
himself at home with them. 

Verse 3.—“And because he was of the 
same craft, he abode with them, and 
wrought: for by their occupation they 
were tentmakers.” In his earlier years 
at Tarsus Paul had acquired a trade— 
that of tentmaking—and on learning 
that his host, Aquila, was in this busi- 
ness, he arranged to work with him, 
that he might be no financial burden to 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Nevertheless my lovingkindness 
will I not utterly take from him, 
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 
My covenant will I not break, nor 
alter the thing that is gone out of 
my lips” (Psa. 89:33, 34). 


























those among whom he would minister. 
Living and working together doubtless 
afforded plenty of opportunity for the 
profitable discussion of the things of 
Christ. 

Verse 18—“And Paul after this tar- 
ried there yet a good while, and then 

.. Sailed .. . into Syria, and with him 
Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his 
head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow.” 
Paul’s stay in Corinth was a long and 
fruitful one. When he finally left this 
city and turned eastward, he took with 
him his dear friends and associates. 
There is no explicit reason supplied for 
his taking of the vow. Many feel that 
this was a backward step in view of his 
declaration that the believer is “become 
dead to the law by the body of Christ” 
(Rom. 7:4). 

Verse 19.—‘And he came to Ephesus, 
and left them there: but he himself 
entered into the synagogue, and reda- 
soned with the Jews.” Ephesus was 
the capital of the province of Asia, a 
great commercial and religious metrop- 
olis. It was the center of the worship 
of Diana (or Artemis), whose famous 
temple located there was one of the 
Seven Wonders of the World. In this 
city Aquila and Priscilla settled. As 
for Paul, he followed his usual custom 
of witnessing for his faith in the local 
synagogue. 

Verse 20.—“When they desired him 
to tarry longer time with them, he 
consented not.” His Jewish hearers 
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gave him a surprisingly favorable hear- 
ing, and it appeared that he would have 
here an unusual opportunity to preach. 
But he was not disposed to take it at 
that time. 

Verse 21—“But bade them farewell, 
saying, I must by all means keep this 
feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I 
will return again unto you, if God will. 
And he sailed from Ephesus.” Jeru- 
salem seemed to hold a magnetic appeal 
over Paul’s spirit, and the forthcoming 
festival beckoned him on with great 
urgency. It is probable that a ship was 
sailing almost immediately for Pales- 
tine and he felt he must not miss it. 


Verse 24.—“And a certain Jew named 
Apollos, . . an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephe- 
sus.” While Paul was away, Apollos 
came to Ephesus. He was an Alexan- 
drian Jew, fluent and well informed 
in the Old Testament Scriptures. 


Verse 25.—“This man was instructe 
in the way of the Lord; and being fer- 
vent in the spirit, he spake and taught 
diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptism of John.” 
Apollos’s knowledge of full Christian- 
ity was incomplete because he was ap- 
parently a convert of John the Baptist, 
and had not learned of a finished re- 
demption by the Lord Jesus, nor of His 
resurrection from the grave. Though 
he knew only John’s baptism and John’s 
message, yet he taught diligently (or 
“accurately” A.S.V.) what he did know. 
This indicated his fervor and thorough- 
ness. 


Verse 26—“And he began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue: whom when 
Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they 
took him unto them, and expounded 
unto him the way of God more per- 
fectly.” Aquila and Priscilla sensed the 
deficiency in Apollos’s message and in- 
vited the preacher to their home. There, 
in an atmosphere of warm friendship, 
they conveyed to him the added truths 
they had learned through Paul. And 
evidently Apollos was helped spir- 
itually. 


Verse 27.—“And when he was dis- 
posed to pass into Achaia, the breth- 
ren wrote, exhorting the disciples to 
receive him: who, when he was come, 
helped them much which had believed 
through grace.” After some time in 
Ephesus, Apollos decided he would like 
to visit the Christians in Greece. The 
Ephesian believers encouraged this step 
by writing a letter of introduction and 
warm commendation to their Greek 
brethren. Thus introduced, this servant 
of God found open doors in this new 
area for his helpful ministry. 


Verse 28—“For he mightily con- 
vinced the Jews, and that publickly, 
shewing by the scriptures that Jesus 
was Christ.” This brief statement sum- 
Marizes the effectiveness of this man’s 
Achaian ministry. Using the Old Tes- 
tament as his arsenal, he warred on in 
spiritual triumph, confuting Jewish un- 
belief by demonstrating convincingly 
that the true Messiah was none other 
than Jesus of Nazareth. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 3.—Timothy, a Guardian 
of the Truth (Temperance). Acts 
16:1-5; 17:14, 15; Philippians 
2:19-23; 1 Timothy 1:1-5; 2 Tim- 
othy 1:1-8; 2:1-5, 22 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September: 17.—Titus, a Competent 
astor. 2 Corinthians 2:12, 13; 








7:6, 18, 14; 8:6, 16, 28; 12:18; 
Galatians 2:1-3; 2 Timothy 
4:10; Titus 
Rom. 16:3—“Greet Priscilla and 


Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus.” 
The significance of the name of the 
wife taking precedence here over that 
of the husband may lie in the inference 
that she was the more active of the two. 
This devoted team had proved invalu- 
able as Paul’s fellow workers, and he 
would honor them with special men- 
tion. 

Verse 4—“Who have for my life laid 
down their own necks: unto whom not 
only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles.” Obviously 
this faithful couple were so true to Paul 
that they risked their very lives on-his 
behalf. This may have taken place 
back in Corinth, or it may allude to the 
riot in Ephesus (see Acts 19). Their 
notable Christian courage and self-sac- 
rifice were so well known among all 
the Gentile churches that it required 
only the mention of their names to 
evoke praise to God. 

Verse 5a.—“Likewise greet the church 
that is in their house.” Meeting in the 
home of Priscilla and Aquila was a 
group of believers in Christ, and to 
these saints Paul’s heart went out in 
genuine love. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Aquila and Priscilla undoubtedly 
learned much Christian truth from the 
lips of Paul as they worked together. 
On the Sabbath they attended the local 
Synagogue, where Paul found fresh op- 
portunities for giving a fervent witness 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
HERE did Paul meet Aquila and 


Priscilla? 
2. What was their trade? 
3. To what city did Aquila and 


Priscilla accompany Paul? 

4. Apollos was gifted: in what par- 
ticular ability? 

5. In what way was his ministry de- 
fective? 

6. What spiritual help did they give 
to Apollos? 

7. How devoted were Aquila and 
Priscilla to Paul? 

For DIScuUssION 

1. Suggest reasons why the early 
Christians often met in private homes. 

2. How can homes be used to further 
the Gospel today? 

3. Why did Paul carry out a cere- 
monial vow when he had renounced 
Judaism? 


(Answers on page 673) 
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for the Lord Jesus Christ. Several con- 
verts were won and baptized: The 
work grew. And when Satanic oppo-. 
sition broke out, Aquila and Priscilla 
hazarded their very lives for the sake 
of Paul and for the truth they had 
learned through him. 

The possession of truth is a steward- 

“ship, and it is given to be exemplified 
in the life. Moreover, he who knows 
the truth is responsible to teach it to 
others. 

When Apollos, a gifted teacher, there- 
fore, came into contact with Aquila 
and Priscilla, his grasp of doctrine be- 
came greatly enlarged and his ministry 
enriched. Tactfully they instructed him 
in the deeper things of the Faith in the 
quiet privacy of their home. And he 
was humble enough to sit at their feet. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The meeting of Aquila, Priscilla, and 
Paul (Acts 18: 1-3) 

2. The move from Corinth to Ephesus 
(vv. 18-21) 

3. The effective ministry of Aquila and 
Priscilla (vv. 24-28; Rom. 16:3-5a) 


Topics for Development 

The Church in the Home. Aquila 
and Priscilla used their home for sev- 
eral purposes. A local church met 
there, and it served as a general meet- 
ing place for the Lord’s people. Paul, 
and later Apollos, shared in this Chris- 
tian hospitality. 

The church in the house was common 
in New Testament times (see Rom. 16: 
5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Philem. 2). 
There were no conventional church 
buildings. This is quite significant 
when we consider that it was during 
this period that the Gospel spread with 
phenomenal speed all over the Roman 
Empire: 

There are some real advantages in 
Christian meetings in homes. They pro- 
duce close and friendly associations and 
foster a reality and informality that 
can be most wholesome. They encour- 
age that healthy exchange of thought 
and ministry where various members 
of Christ’s body can function to mutual 
edification. Perhaps we tend too much 
toward ecclesiastical bigness these days. 


Practical Applications 

Deep convictions are a rarity today. 
Unlike many in the religious world to- 
day, Aquila and Priscilla were so deeply 
convinced of the truth of God that they 
were prepared not only to obey it but 
also to suffer for it. 

In today’s society it is so easy to pay 
lip service to religion. Church mem- 
bership has become popular. The Bible 
is still the best seller. “Easy believism” 
is still easy. 

This is a great contrast to the rugged 
discipleship that prevailed in the days 
of the apostles. Then it cost something 
to confess the name of Jesus. Stonings, 
beatings, and imprisonments were fre- 
quently the portion of those early 
Christian heroes and heroines. 

If we really believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and if we really love Him, 
then let us be prepared to share His 
reproach. Let our doctrine produce 
daring. 





(9) 669 





Golden Text 

Romans 12:6, 7.—“Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion 
of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministering: or he that teacheth, on 
teaching.” In the Church of Christ, 
different spiritual abilities are given to 
the various members, with accompany- 
ing grace for the effective exercise of 
their particular gifts. Prophesying is 
not necessarily foretelling, but it may 
be forth-telling. Ministry is service. 
Teaching is instruction. Whatever may 
be our gift, we are to exercise it by 
faith and in dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit. 

NortH PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 
“We Praise Thee, O God, for the Son 
of Thy Love’ 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose love moved 
Thee to send the Lord Jesus to save 
sinners, we acknowledge ourselves to 
be such, and we affirm our trust in Thy 
Son as our personal Saviour. To Him 
we would give back our redeemed lives, 
praying to grow more like our Lord 
and to be ever more useful to Him. 
Help us to keep free from such en- 
tanglements and influences as would 
keep us from being “the best that I can 
be for truth, and righteousness, and 
Thee.” Use this lesson to establish us 
in wholehearted devotion to Christ. 
Revive and strengthen Thy Church and 
use Thy servants to bring the healing 
power of the Gospel to the sin-sick, the 
weary, and the distressed in all places. 
Give us a heart of compassion and 
hands of helpfulness as we encounter 
needy ones along life’s way. Guard 
and guide us this new week and make 
us a blessing to many, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





OMPANION 
HRISTIAN 


FOR LIFE 
SEEK REAL 











After the Lesson.—It is a husband- 
and-wife Gospel team we see in this 
lesson, and all who have long been in 
Christian work have seen and admired 
many such teams. They are a blessing 
to a pastor, and they add much strength 
to his work. Priscilla and her husband 
Aquila were a strength to Paul in his 
missionary work. Once they had even 
risked their lives to save his, probably 
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from mob violence. Paul recalls this 
with gratitude (Rom. 16:4), though it 
had probably occurred years before. 
He also says the churches of the Gen- 
tiles were thankful for their brave pro- 
tection of Paul. It had saved the life 
of the great apostle to the Gentiles, 
good reason for Gentile Christians to 
be grateful to Aquila and Priscilla. 

Jews, though they were, they had no 
race prejudice as some Jews had 
toward Gentiles. They gladly worked 
with their missionary friend to give 
Christ to the Gentiles. To Jew or to 
Gentile, this fine couple were always 
glad to present the Saviour. 

When both husband and wife love the 
Lord and are united in serving Him, 
their combined efforts get much further 
than one alone or even both working 
separately. Let every unmarried Chris- 
tian wait to find a sincerely Christian 
partner before marrying. - We hinder 
ourselves in our own Christian growth 
and in Christian service by marrying 
one who has no love for Christ and no 
zeal to serve Him. But a truly Chris- 
tian couple can help one another to be 
better Christians and to do great team 
work in serving the Lord. 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Paul... found... Aquila... with 
his wife Priscilla . . . and came unto 
them” (Acts 18:1, 2)—When Paul left 
Athens, “the city wholly given to idol- 
atry,” he came to Corinth, the city 
wholly given to debauchery. What a 
blessed thing for the apostle to find a 
married couple like Aquila and Priscilla 
in such a licentious city! 

Just when Aquila and Priscilla were 
converted is not known. It could have 
been on this occasion. It could have 
occurred at Pontus, for there were 
Christians there (1 Pet. 1:1). The cou- 
ple could have heard and believed the 
glad tidings in Rome. 

It must have been the days of Heaven 
upon earth for them to have such a man 
as the Apostle Paul abiding with them 
for “a year and six months” (Acts 18: 
11). What answers they would receive 
to their questions! What unfoldings of 
the Scriptures would be given them! 

When an honored servant of the Lord 
sojourned for a time with missionaries 
on the foreign field, some of the mis- 
sionaries wrote home and said: “The 
visit of that man in our midst meant 
more to us than would a postgraduate 
course in homiletics [preaching skill].” 

“ . . Claudius had commanded all 
Jews to depart from Rome” (Acts 18: 
2).—Aquila and his wife may have felt 
sorry for themselves when they heard 
this anti-Semitic decree, which drove 
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them from their home in Rome to be. © 
come refugees at Corinth. But when 
they reviewed the spiritual and eternal 
riches that they received in Corinth, 
they may even have thanked God that 


the edict was enforced (Psa. 76:10). 

However, that does not excuse the 
emperor for making such a decree 
Claudius became another illustration of 
the Lord’s Word to Abram: “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee” (Gen. 12:3). For 
history informs us that Claudius mar- 
ried his niece, Agrippina, and that she 
influenced him to honor her son, Nero, 
by a former marriage, in preference to 
his own son Britannicus. When he later 
regretted this action, she poisoned him. 

Anti-Semitism is a serious problem 
in the world today—as the Adolf Eich- 
mann trial reveals—hence all haters 
and persecutors of Jews should remem- 
ber that God has said: “I will .. . curse 
him that curseth thee’—and He means 
it! 

“. . . for by their occupation they 
were tentmakers” (Acts 18:3).—Do you 
exclaim: “Paul a tentmaker! I thought 
he was a preacher!” He was both. 

It was an ex¢ellent custom in those 
days for those who received a liberal 
education to be also instructed in some 
mechanical trade: this served them as 
an amusement in prosperity, and was a 
certain resource in case all other pros- 
pects failed. 

Paul often labored with his ‘hands. 
He had various reasons for doing it (see 
1 Cor. 9:14-18; 2 Thess. 3:8-10; Acts 20: 
33-35) . 

“.. and with him Priscilla and 
Aquila” (Acts 18:18). —When Paul sailed 
from Corinth, he had Priscilla and 
Aquila as his traveling companions. At 
Cenchrea an incident occurred upon 
which commentators definitely have di- 
vided opinions—that of the vow taken 
by one of these travelers. 

F. W. Grant, after viewing the inci- 
dent from various angles, says in The 
Numerical Bible (Loizeaux Bros., New 
York 10): “We can only say therefore, 
that according to the structure of the 
sentence, the maker of the vow would 
seem to be Aquila.” And he suggests 
that “Aquila might have assumed it in 
his pre-Christian state, when he would 
naturally let it run on to its termination 
and have honored Moses in that which 
was to him as a Christian thing in- 
different.” 

At any rate, Paul left Aquila and his 
wife at Ephesus, with this farewell 
message: “I will return again unto you, 
if God will” (v. 21). 

“And a certain Jew named Apollos 

. . came to Ephesus” (Acts 18:24).— 
What a splendid commendation the 
Holy Spirit gives to Apollos: “An eld- 
quent man... mighty in the scriptures 

. instructed in the way of the Lord 

. fervent in the spirit, he spake and 
taught diligently the things of the 
Lord” (vv. 24, 25). . 

It is easy to picture Aquila and 
Priscilla listening intently to this highly 
gifted man speaking “boldly in the sy- 
agogue,” and _ discovering his lack. 
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Could such a man lack anything? Yes. 
He lacked a knowledge of all the 
wonderful things that occurred after 
Christ’s baptism by John. 

What a mercy that they did not re- 
sort to destructive criticism of him and 
leave him alone! 

“|. they took him... and expounded 
unto him the way of God more per- 
fectly” (Acts 18:26).—What a thrilling 
time they must have had relating to 
him the life, words, works, atoning 
death, resurrection, and ascension of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! How eagerly 
Apollos must have listened. as they 
went on to tell him of Pentecost, and 
the formation of the Church! 

“Having then gifts differing .. . let us 
wait on our ministering” (Rom. 12:6, 
7). Let us do the work for which we 
are fitted, as faithfully as Aquila and 
Priscilla did theirs. 


Wawona, CALIF. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will learn John 3:19. 

How very sad to refuse God’s mar- 
velous light! I am glad that the people 
in today’s lesson did not love darkness 
rather than light. 

The people in today’s lesson are 
Priscilla and Aquila, Paul and Apollos. 

Read Acts 18:1-3. Why did Priscilla 
and Aquila leave Rome and move to 
Corinth? (Because Claudius Caesar 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome.) There 
was anti-Semitic feeling in the world 
then, as there is now. The Devil is 
back of this. He hates the Jews because 
it was through their nation that Christ 
came, and it is their nation that care- 
fully guarded the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures for many centuries. 

What was the business of Aquila and 
Priscilla? (Tentmaking.) We are told 
that Paul found Aquila. Can you sug- 
gest how Paul might have found him? 
(Maybe Aquila had a sign, “Tent- 
makers,” over his house or shop. May- 
be Paul found him in the synagogue.) 
Both suggestions are good. Perhaps 
they first invited him to stay with them 
as he worked. At any rate they opened 
their home to Paul. How do we know 
that? (It says that Paul abode with 
them.) Right. What Christian woman 
Mentioned earlier in Acts opened her 
home to Paul and his companions? 
‘(Lydia.) 

Now read Acts 18:18-21. So Aquila 
and Priscilla went with Paul to Ephe- 
Sus where Paul preached in the syn- 
agogue before going on to Jerusalem. 

Next read Acts 18:24-28. Here Pris- 
cilla and Aquila opened their home 
again. This time it was not to someone 
who could teach them, but to someone 
they could teach. What sort of man 





was Apollos? (Eloquent, mighty in the 
Scriptures, fervent in spirit.) Picture 
Priscilla. and Aquila talking on their 
way home from the synagogue. Let us 
have two volunteers read an imagi- 
nary conversation between them: 

Aquita: Apollos is an _ eloquent 
speaker, and he quoted a lot of Scrip-. 
ture. 

Priscitta: Yes, I like his earnestness. 
You can see he truly loves God. 

Aquita: But his preaching is not like 
Paul’s. He urged the people to repent 
of their sins, but he did not explain 
how sinners can be saved. He did not 
preach about the death and resur- 
rection of Christ, as Paul always does. 

PrIscILLA: Maybe he doesn’t quite un- 
derstand about that himself. Couldn’t 
we invite him to our home and teach 
him things we learned from Paul about 
salvation and justification? 

Aquita: If it would not be too much 
for you, Priscilla, I would like to do 
just that. I believe the Lord would be 
pleased to have us teach Apollos the 
way of God more perfectly, if he is 
willing to come. 

Apollos did come to stay with them. 
When he left their home he preached 
a clearer Gospel message, so that when 
he went on to Achaia he was able to 
help the believers. And so the time 
and effort these servants of God spent 
in teaching Apollos bore much fruit. 

Priscilla and Aquila are mentioned 
once more in the Bible. Turn to Ro- 
mans 16:3, 4. Here we learn that they 
had offered their lives in exchange for 
Paul’s. This shows what great hearts 
they had. 

Aquila and Priscilla were good 
teachers—not only because they listened 
well to Paul and had the ability to im- 
part to others what they learned but 
because they had a heart for the Lord 
and for His servants. As Apollos stayed 
in their home, he must have seen Christ 
shining through them. For they had 
the same love for Christ that enabled 
the martyrs to die for Him. 

I hope that some day every one of 
you will be a Bible teacher like Pris- 
cilla and Aquila were. We all need to 
study God’s Word and learn how to 
pass it on to others, but it is even more 
important that we live the truths we 
profess, and keep aglow with the love 
of Christ. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Two Teachers of Long Ago 

(Acts 18:1-3, 18a, 19a, 24-28) 
ING a bell. School has started! 
You have so many things to talk 
about—new teachers, new books, new 
studies! Is school mentioned in the 
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Bible? teachers? books? studying? 

Who can find this school first? (Acts 

19:9.) Did you ever know of Sunday 
school being held in a_ schoolhouse? 
Paul’s was here in Ephesus (map). 

Now find a teacher and a pupil (1 

Chron. 25:8). That was a music course 

or a choir and orchestra for praising 
the Lord in His house at Jerusalem. 
Find the place on the map. They drew 
lots to decide the order in which the 
different choirs would sing and play 
for services every day for a week. Now 
find Solomon’s decision about books 
and studying—the way you feel at the 
end of school (Eccles. 12:12). 

Paul told Timothy about another kind 
of study: “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed” (2 Tim. 2: 
15, Memory Verse). That was written 
to a teacher. But it is just as good for 
pupils. Would you pass if you took 
God’s tests? Test Number One: Does 
your life please God? Test Number 
Two: Is all you do so good there is 
nothing to be ashamed of? 

Today I want you to. meet two 
teachers in the Bible who did not have 
a schoolroom. Perhaps they did not 
even have a book. Want to follow 
them on the map? Aquila was born in 
Pontus (map). Then he lived in Rome, 
Italy. The emperor, being disgusted by 
troubles with the Jews, made a law for 
all Jews to leave the country. Aquila 
came to Corinth in Greece. Again he 
started up his tentmaking business to 
earn a living. Perhaps his wife Pris- 
cilla helped. One day a stranger who 
was a Jew came to their house. He 
was a tentmaker, too, and got a job 
working with Aquila. He boarded in 
the family.- The new tentmaker had 
another business in his life besides mak- 
ing tents—it was telling about the Lord 
Jesus. Who was He? Paul! 

Day by day as they worked, and in 
the synagogue, Aquila and Priscilla 
learned from Paul about the Lord Jesus. 
Aquila and Priscilla were pupils now— 
learning. For a year and a half Paul 
stayed in that city. Then he traveled 
on. Aquila and Priscilla went with him 
as far as Ephesus, where Tyrannus’s 
school was, and they lived in that city. 

One day another good Bible teacher 
came along, named Apollos. He had 
heard John the Baptist preach and had 
been baptized by him, but he did not 
know very much about the Lord Jesus. 
When Aquila and Priscilla heard him 
preach in the synagogue, they realized 
he did not know all they knew. Did 
they get up and show off their knowl- 
edge? No, I think they probably in- 
vited him home for dinner, and in 
conversation they told him all the won- 
derful things about the Lord Jesus that 
they had learned from Paul. Without 
showing off, they were being teachers 
of a teacher. He went on to Corinth 
where Aquila and Priscilla used to live, 
and what a teacher he was there! He 
proved to the Jews from their Bible 
that Jesus was the Christ, and he helped 
the Christians. “I have planted, Apollos 
watered,” Paul wrote (1 Cor. 3:6). 

When Paul came back to Ephesus, 
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where did the Christians meet for serv- 
ice? There was the schoolhouse, yes. 
But see what Paul wrote in a letter to 
his friends in Corinth (1 Cor. 16:19). 
Aquila and Priscilla moved again. Per- 
haps it was too dangerous to stay in 
Ephesus. See what Paul wrote about 
them in a letter to the Christians in 
Rome (Rom. 16:3-5a). You will have 
to guess what happened when they 
saved Paul’s life. The story is not told. 
Did they hide their Christian faith in 
Rome? Perhaps they were teaching the 
church that met in their home. Were 
they studying to be approved unto God? 
Were they workers who did not need 
to be ashamed? 

Are you learning now so you can be 
a teacher some day—maybe even now? 


ORONO, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 


the Editors, e Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 

list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Some Slight Heritage—Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace 


that is given to us (Rom. 12:6, Golden 
Text). 


A certain man wrote: 
I seek not to survive in brass or stone, 


But may I leave behind 
Some blessing for my fellows, some fair trust, 
To de, to cheer, to elevate my kind 
en I am in the dust. 


And how was his prayer answered? 
He “left behind” the hymns, “Abide 
With Me,” “Praise, My Soul, the King 
of Heaven,” “Jesus, I My Cross Have 
Taken,” “Pleasant Are Thy Courts 
Above,” and many others. His name 
was H. F. Lyte, the clergyman who died 
of tuberculosis while still quite young. 
Our gifts may be incomparably smaller, 
but such as they are, if offered to the 
Lord, will also “leave behind some bless- 
ing when we are in the dust.” Amen! 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Welcome, Brother!—And found a cer- 
tain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy with his wife 
Priscilla (Acts 18:2). A sailor, member 
of the Church of the Open Door in Los 
Angeles, tells the following story: On 
a South Pacific island my first night 
was a lonely one, and I went for a walk, 
wishing fervently for a Christian com- 
panion to talk with. Following three 
young men carrying Bibles, I came to a 
hut where twenty or thirty men were 
assembled. I found that these men 
met here nightly to sing hymns and 
study the Word together. There was a 
chaplain who made occasional appear- 


was an accordion—when the accordi- 
onist wasn’t on watch. When he couldn't 


be present, we “sang the Lord’s song | 


in a strange land” without benefit of 
accompaniment. The order of service 
was not complex: we started off with 
a couple of hymns, then had the new- 
comers stand up and say “howdy”; we 
interspersed a few more songs with 
testimonies and Scripture verses. Fi- 
natly the teacher, a chief yeoman, 
brought before us a selected chapter 
and we took it apart. There ‘were 
soldiers at these meetings as well as 
sailors, and in that little room it was 
not “GI Joe” or “matie,” but “brother.” 
I don’t believe anyone can truly appre- 
ciate that word as much as a man who 
is in a strange land thousands of miles 
from home, when he walks up to a 
total stranger and is met with a smile, 
an outstretched hand, and “Welcome, 
brother!” and knows that he is a brother 
in Christ—From The King’s Business, 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


Three Guide Lights—I will return 
again unto you, if God will (Acts 18; 
21). When I was crossing the Irish 
Channel one dark starless night, I stood 
on the deck by the captain and asked 
him, “How do you know Holyhead Har- 
bor on so dark a night as this?” He 
said, “You see those three lights? Those 
three must line up behind each other 
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ances in the meetings. Our “church” _ 
was the mess hall by day. Our music — 
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as one, and when we see them so united 
we know the exact position of the har- 
bor’s mouth.” When we want to know 
God’s will, there are three things that 
always concur—the inward impulse, the 
Word of God, and the trend of cir- 
cumstances! God in the heart, impell- 
ing you forward. God in His book, 
corroborating whatever He says in the 
heart; and God in circumstances, which 
are always indicative of His will. Never 
start until these three things agree— 
From F. B. Meyer. Sent by Paul Eb- 
right, Kingswood, Ky. 


Like Indolent Bees.—Being fervent in 
the spirit, he spake and taught dili- 
gently the things of the Lord (Acts 
18:25). Many years ago quite a num- 
ber of beehives were carried to the 
island of Barbados in the West Indies. 
At first the bees went diligently to 
work gathering honey for the coming 
winter. But when those bees found 
that they were in a land of perpetual 
summer, they ceased to gather honey. 
Instead they spent most of their time 
flying around, stinging the natives. So 
I sometimes think it is with us. God 
has surrounded us with so many bless- 
ings that, instead of working for His 
glory and for the good of our fellow 
men, we spend most of our time in liv- 
ing for self. We thrust the sting when 
we should be gathering the sweetness 
of the Gospel life to give out again to 
starving men.—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Word Behind the Words—For he 
mightily convinced the Jews . . . show- 
ing by the scriptures that Jesus was 
Christ (Acts 18:28). It was the be- 
loved Arnot who said that he had dis- 
covered that what actually brings souls 
to Christ is not our words in the ser- 
mon, but some word of God that is in 
the midst of our words. A noted pastor 
has testified that in a long pastorate he 
has never known a soul to be brought 
to Christ except through some testi- 
mony of the Holy Scriptures. What 
then is the use of human words? To 
quote Arnot again, “They are the 
feathers which carry the divine arrow 
straight to the mark.”—From “The Di- 
vine Art of Preaching” by Dr. A. T. 
Pierson. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


Community Asset.—Greet the church 
that is in-their house (Rom. 16:5). The 
poorest church building, a mere wooden 
shack with broken windows and whin- 
ing organ and bare benches and scat- 
tered worshipers and a dull preacher, 
is yet a far more significant fact in any 
community or city than a library with 
its thousands of volumes, or a bank 
with its Grecian columns and its vaults 
bursting with silver and gold—From 
Dr. Clarence E. MaCartney. Sent by 
J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, Ont.,. Can. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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This Week’s Gusationd Answered 


(The questions are on page 669) 
1. Corinth, 
2. Tentmaking. 
3. Ephesus. 


4. He was fervent, and was mighty ~ 


in the Scriptures. 

5. He evidently knew only the bap- 
tism of John and nothing about Christ’s 
death and resurrection. 

6. Aquila and Priscilla taught him 
God’s truth more completely. 


7. They risked their lives on his be- 
half. 


NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 10 
2. I Have To Decide 
(2 Tim. 1:7-9) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE four topics being studied under 

the over-all title, “Thresholds,” in 
some measure overlap. For example, 
determining God’s will in the area of 
education and school and college activi- 
ties; which was the subject of last week’s 
topic, calls for the observance of the 
same principles as does finding His 
will for a vocation, about which we 
are to think this week. And we shall 
see also this week that complete yield- 
ing to God has a very large place in 
ascertaining God’s will for our vocation. 
Next week, we shall be considering 
God’s claim upon every phase of our 
lives. 

It may be helpful, therefore, to re- 
view the simple requirements for find- 
ing out God’s will, even though they 
have been given before in this column. 
We. cannot become too familiar with 
them. 

1. Determine that you will do God’s 
will, no matter what it may be, as soon 
as you know what it is. Beware of 
asking God to reveal His will with the 
reservation that you will then decide 
whether or not you will obey. God 
wants those who mean business for Him. 


2. Ask God to show you clearly what 
His. will is. We saw last week that we 
are His workmanship, created for good 
works that He has designed for us 
(Eph. 2:10). He wants us to come to 
Him and find out what they are. They 
include every part of our lives—spiritual, 
vocational, and social. The Lord Jesus 
said, “Ask and it shall be given you” 
(Matt. 7:7, 8). James writes, “If any 
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rate as possible. THE BIBLE 
Story WirH Living Pic- 
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people exactly what it was 
like to live in Bible times. 
A clear, simple retelling of 
the Bible stories accompanies 
the pictures. Here, in one 
volume, text and visual aids 
side by side, is the Bible 
story as it has rarely been 
told — clear, direct and im- 
mediately available for ready 
reference. 
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photographs and 8 pages in 
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of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
... and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 

3. Believe that God will show you 
His will in sufficient time for you to act, 
and in His own time and way (Matt. 
21: 22; 1 John 5:14, 15). 

4. Consider carefully and prayerfully 
these three guideposts that God uses to 
indicate His will: (a) your own natural 
abilities and inclination; (b) the teach- 
ing of the Scriptures; (c) the impress 
on your heart of the Holy Spirit. It is 
never safe to be guided solely by your 
own inclinations without a check up 
from the Bible and the impulse of the 
Spirit. Nevertheless, do not discard 
the fact that God has made you and 
given you the abilities for that which 
He has planned for you. Notice, too, 
that the Holy Spirit never leads con- 
trary to the Scriptures. To be sure, 
you will not find in the Bible a verse 
that will tell you to be a doctor, not a 
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lawyer. But you will find there prin- 
ciples and illustrations that God will 
use to direct you, if you will faithfully 
read His Word. 

5. Watch the unfolding circumstances. 
God sometimes uses these by shutting 
one door and opening another, unex- 
pectedly, but always in line with the 
three guideposts before mentioned. 

Do not take a step until you are sure 
it is one God would have you take. 
He may not show you all the way at 
once, but you can claim to know the 
next step. Satan will try to confuse 
and hurry you with the urging that 
“something must be done right now!” 
The Holy Spirit, on the other hand, 
never nags, but quietly puts His im- 
pulse on your heart. “Rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for him.” “Delight 
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall 
give thee the desires of thine heart” 
(Psa. 37:7, 4). This may mean that He 
will fulfill the desires already there, or 
that He will implant the desires He 
wants to fulfill. 

Above all, as our topic verses remind 
us, do not be fearful or apprehensive. 
God’s will will not be some terrible 
cross under which you will be crushed, 
and that will make you. unhappy and 
miserable. “My yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light” (Matt. 11:30), Christ 
said. There may be some trials that 
you will have to meet along the Chris- 
tian way, but His grace is sufficient. 
Remember that God is your loving 
Heavenly Father, who delights to give 
His children the very best. Look upon 
His will for you as the most glorious 
experience you can have, richer and 
fuller than you could choose for your- 
self (2 Tim. 1:7-9; Rom. 8:15; 1 John 
4:18). He is more concerned that your 
life may be filled with joy and real 
satisfaction and blessing than you are. 
He bids us to come boldly to His throne 
to “obtain mercy, and grace to help in 
time of need [in the nick of time]” 
(Heb. 4:15, 16). 

Have you found His will for your 
lifework? 


MILLviLLe, DEL. 
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Ecumenical Christianity 
(Continued from page 666) 


all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God 

. 2” (Eph. 4:3, 13). Growth in faith 
and knowledge depend on the exper- 
iential unity and interaction of God’s 
people in Christ around His Word. 

The unity Christ yearns that we keep 
is not to be sought merely for the sake 
of outward show. His concern is for a 
unity based upon spiritual reality, not 
unlike the union of the Father and the 
Son (John 17:11). It is a unity based 
upon truth and upon the possession of 
a common life. It is the result of a sur- 
render of the entire being to the Lord 
(John 1:12) and to one another in the 
fear of God (Eph. 5:21). If there is an 
issue between unity and truth, of course 
the truth must be obeyed. This does 





not mean, however, that one should 


allow loyalty to minor matters of inter- — 


pretation to prevent his entering ex- 
perientially into vital fellowship with 
all his Christian brethren. Nothing is 
more absurd and pathetic in certain 
evangelical circles today than the pro- 
pensity for excluding from fellowship 
and co-operation those with whom one 
cannot agree on minute details of es- 
chatology. 

And yet, the Scriptures are unequiv- 
ocal in their insistence that there must 
be agreement on essential truths as well 
as in Christian love. “He that is of God 
heareth the words of God: for this cause 
ye hear them not, because ye are not 
of God” (John 8:47, A.S.V.). “One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4:5), 
“Make full my joy, that ye be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being 
of one accord, of one mind. ... Have 
this mind in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:2, 5, A.S.V.). 
“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth 
not in the teaching of Christ, hath not 
God: he that abideth in the teaching, 
the same hath both the Father and the 
Son. If any one cometh unto you, and 
bringeth not this teaching, receive him 
not into your house, and give him no 
greeting, for he that giveth him greet- 
ing partaketh in his evil works” (2 
John 9-11). In the Ecumenical Move- 
ment today Scriptures such as these 
are largely overlooked. While one la- 
ments the scandal and shame of the dis- 
unity of the church, he is also obliged 
to confess that an even greater scandal 
and shame is the disloyalty of the 
church to Jesus Christ and His Word. 
His person and work are often mini- 
mized. His view of the Old Testament 
is widely scorned. His exclusive con- 
cept of salvation is largely dismissed. 

2. Discipline: The New Testament has 
a great deal to say about church dis- 
cipline, defining its underlying princi- 
ples and illustrating their application 
from the lives and ministry of the apos- 
tles. All is based on the instruction of 
Christ Himself. How frequently He 
warned against those who proclaimed 
error. “Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves” 
(Matt. 7:15). “Many false prophets 
shall rise, and shall deceive many” 
(Matt. 24:11). In a similar vein the 
Apostle Paul speaks of sound doctrine 
—that which is necessary to salvation 
—and warns of the time when men will 
no longer endure it. He even refers to 
religious teaching that may be the “doc- 
trines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1, 6, 11, 16; 
6:3; 2 Tim. 4:3, 4). Indifference to doc- 
trine could almost be classified as in- 
difference to Jesus Christ! 

In contrast, the Ecumenical Move- 
ment holds that “doctrine separates but 
service unites.” By this affirmation it 
renders impossible any protection of 
the purity of the Church. This greatly 
disturbs evangelicals because of theif 
sense of history and their awareness 
that the Scriptures distinctly; teach that. 
the period just prior to the glorious re- 
turn of Christ will witness a wide 
spread apostasy from the “faith once 
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delivered.” How the church has de- 
parted from the faith again and again 
in the past! Furthermore, during the 
end time, there will emerge a vast re- 
ligious system that will claim to be 
Christ’s true church but will be ter- 
ribly false! If the Ecumenical system 
regards discipline on doctrinal grounds 
as behind the times, will it not find its 
tragic eschatological fulfillment in that 
adulterous woman, “Mystery Babylon,” 
portrayed in Revelation 17? 

3. Separation. Scripture teaches that 
God’s people will always find this world 
a hostile environment for true disciple- 
ship. There is always the possibility of 
defilement and defeat. Unregenerate 
man in his rebellion against God, his 
unconscious slavery to his own self- 
centered nature, and his exposure to 
the blandishments of the “god of this 
world” has always been basically hos- 
tile toward all those who have been 
called by God’s grace (John 15:19). 
Scripture is filled with the record of 
the constant tension existing between 
the world and the man of God. The 
desire to preserve a pure testimony and 
live a godly life is always challenged, 
from within and from without. 

In order that His own might over- 
come, God. has decreed the principle of 
Separation. It is unfolded from Genesis 
to Revelation. To cite texts is almost 
Superfluous, they are so extensive in 
number and pointed in meaning (2 Cor. 
6:14, 15; Gal. 1:8; 2 Thess. 3:6; 1 Tim. 
6:3-5; 2 Tim. 3:5; 2 John 9-11, etc.). 
There are rival gods, separate from 
them! There are rival christs, sepa- 
Tate from them! There are false gospels, 
Separate from them! “Let us go forth 
therefore unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach. For here have we 
No continuing city, but we seek one to 
come” (Heb. 13:13, 14). 

Much of the Old Testament is taken 
Up with the melancholy record of the 
Consequences that come to individuals 
and nations when they disobey the 


Word of God by failing to separate 
themselves unto the Lord and from the 
world. Unfortunately in our day among 
evangelicals there have been such vio- 
lations of all that Scripture says regard- 
ing the law of love and the sacredness 
of truth, such uncrucified pride, and 
such unnecessary divisions within the 
visible church—all in the name of “sep- 
aration”—that the underlying Biblical 
truth of this matter has been largely 
discredited and ignored. Certainly an 
enemy hath done this! 

Church history likewise is replete 
with multiple evidence of the validity 
of this great principle of separation. But 
the Ecumenical Movement, by its very 
inclusivist nature, makes loyalty in this 
area not only suspect, but virtually im- 
possible. This disregard for the hard 
lessons of Scripture, reinforced by the 
awful confirmations of church history, 
is sufficient to give the reflective evan- 
gelical serious concern as he ponders 
the onward march of this Movement. 

But what is to happen to the church 
throughout the world? Fortunately,-on 
the mission field, the percentage of na- 
tionals who are evangelical is consider- 
ably higher than in the church in the 
homelands. And many of the mission- 
aries themselves are likewise evangeli- 
cal in conviction. Anyone who has 
had wide contacts with these brethren, 
national and foreign, has marveled at 
the way in which the “good seed” has 
been widely scattered in the earth 
(Matt. 13:38). 

What shall we say then? Is the so- 
lution of this whole tangle to be found 
in organizing parallel councils, national 
churches, and world fellowships? Some 
feel this to be the answer. The World 
Evangelical Fellowship currently has 
twenty-three participating national fel- 
lowships. The International Council of 
Christian Churches likewise claims a 
world-wide following. When one is at 
the grassroots level of these organiza- 
tions, however, he finds they have not 
deeply penetrated the hearts and cap- 
tured the imaginations of National 
Christians overseas. They are _ too 
closely identified with American cul- 
tural imperialism, too American-con- 
trolled, too American-financed, and as 
a result too emotionally involved in 
the ideological East-West conflict of 
these times. Some are hopeful that 
the British oriented World Evangelical 
Alliance will temper the World Evan- 
gelical Fellowship, with which it is 
associated. 

To be positive, evangelicals today 
should affirm their concern for the dis- 
unity existing among the Lord’s people. 
And, they should guard against any 
easy optimism that sees the whole mat- 
ter of unity realized through the erec- 
tion of a finely balanced organization 
to which all groups are pressed to join. 

A far deeper concern for “the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God” is called for. Christians 
should meet together and enter into 
dialogue with one another. More, they 
should work together whenever the op- 
portunity arises, that the world might 


hear the Gospel and believe on the One | 
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whom God has sent to be its Lord and 
Saviour. 

Such efforts as “Evangelism in Depth” 
sparked by the Latin America Mission 
have stirred the imagination of many 
concerned about the disunity of the 
church and the millions still unreached. 
For, when Christians first in Nicaragua 
and later in Costa Rica, came together 
—national churches and foreign mis- 
sionaries, whether denominational or 
nondenominational—and worked  to- 
gether, month after month, to reach 
their nations for Christ, the ties that 
united them in the Lord were dis- 
covered to be far stronger than the 
minor issues that formerly caused them 
to follow separate paths. This newly 
realized unity has been both vital and 
dynamic. Why can it not be realized 
at yet deeper levels in the days ahead? 
Why cannot such a pattern be followed 
elsewhere? There are those who feel 
it can. 

But what of the future? True, the 
picture portrayed above is not fully 
clear, despite its measure of hope. Per- 
haps this is because it is too man- 
oriented. After all, the Church is 
Christ’s. He is its Lord and Redeemer. 
And we dare not forget that He said, 
“T will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Frankly, this is the center of the 
focus. Jesus Christ lives. And He is 
in the midst of His Church. In the 
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end, He will triumph. His completed, 
cleansed, and glorified Church shall be 
with Him. Every knee shall bow to 
Him. Every tongue shall confess His 
pre-eminence and glory. The present 
is indeed confused, the future uncer- 
tain. But let us rest in God’s ultimate 
triumph! 


Amen! Even so come, Lord Jesus! 


1J. Robert Nelson (Dean of Vanderbilt’s Di- 
vinity School), The “e+ Mission Today (a 
ym posi um), chap. “Ecumenical istian- 
ity,” p. 223, ys al Press, Nashville, 1960. 
Quotations in the next few peteeraphs are taken 
from this chapter. It is felt that the thoughts, 
even words of one of its outstanding leaders 
should be given to present the Ecumenical Move- 
ment in a fair acne 

2W. Riche , One World, = al Mission, 
p. 89, Frien ss, New York, 1960 

In the aj ‘1912 Walter pa NR pub- 
lished his famous book, ae the Social 
Order. This volume qeatly influen: the preach- 
ing of the Amcrican Xx: pulpit away from 
the message of the grace of God in Christ. 

*Neill, Stephen, The Sapnities Task, Lut- 
terworth Press, London, 1957 

5 “One looks in vain for any real mention of 
the _ Holy By rim in the Laymen’s Inquiry or in 

e index of Dr. Kraemer’s 

on does aot contain a single line on the Holy 
Spirit. In the seven volumes of the Madras Con- 
ference, almost every other subject is treated but 
not the Holy Spirit.” ie - 332, Harold Lindsell, 
ore ed Principles a Practice, Revell, N. Y., 





® McGraw-Hill, New York, 1961. 
7 Committee on Research in Foreign Missions, 
eprom 18, Pe . 5. Some Statements on 
eration b embers of the Staff Council of 
FM, NC on U.S.A 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


The Prisoner Leaps. By David 
Bentley-Taylor. (China Inland Mission, 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44; 
$3.50.) For several years a remarkable 
Gospel work has been going on among 
Moslems on the Island of Java, Indo- 
nesia. A senior missionary of the China 
Inland Mission, Mr. Taylor lived there 
for two and one-half years and relates 
his experiences in diary form, which 
brings the events and scenes vividly be- 
fore the reader. An unusually capable 
national evangelist named Rufus plays 
a large part in the narrative. Scores of 
Moslems are being saved and small 
churches established. This story is up- 
to-date, beginning in 1956. 

Not only does Mr. Taylor tell of won- 
derful conversions and zealous, pictur- 
esque workers, but he gives many 
colorful descriptions of the teeming 
population and luxuriant countryside. 
His concise, clear style reminded me of 
John Wesley’s Journals and George Bor- 
row’s books. His writing is lightened 
by occasional touches of humor, and he 
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makes wise observations on mission 
work in general. He and Mrs. Taylor 
and their little son, Rupert, went 
through much hardship; but this is 
not enlarged upon and is told in a 
matter-of-fact way. Like John the Bap- 
tist, Rufus is “a burning and a shining 
light,” and a stirring example of a true 
soldier of the Cross. 

Mr. Taylor’s diary is both informative 
and inspiring. By an accumulation of 
detail he paints a good picture of pres- 
ent-day life in Java, since the Dutch 
were driven out; and his story of the 
work done by Rufus and others and 
himself will prove encouraging to Chris- 
tian workers everywhere.—Philip E. 
Howard, Jr. 
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a Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


September 4 to 10 


Mon.—Psalm 128. 
Happiness in God’s Work. 
Robert Young (in 1863) translated 
verse 1, “O the happiness of every one 
fearing Jehovah, who is walking in His 
ways.” Satan tries to keep us from be- 
lieving this, making us think that God’s 
will is not “good, and acceptable, and 
perfect” (Rom. 12:2). This little Psalm 
pictures the prosperity of one who 
trusts and obeys God. He will earn his 
living, be happy with his wife, children, 
and grandchildren, and even be aware 
of the fulfillment of prophecy. 


Tues.—Acts 18:1-6. 
Tentmakers Together. 
Aquila and Priscilla were Christians, 
as shown by verses 26, 27, and later 
verses in the epistles. Paul supported 
himself by tentmaking (see 1 Thess. 2: 
9), and here he found congenial com- 
panions. But this did not keep him 
from preaching the Gospel on the Sab- 
bath (v. 4). This combination of hard 
work and witnessing is good for any 
Christian. Note the burden of his mes- 
sage: that Jesus—that is, the Man who 
had lived in Nazareth and went about 
doing good—was the Christ—that is, the 
One sent by God as the Jews’ Messiah. 
Verse 6 shows us how Paul began to 
exercise the special ministry to which 
he was called, that is, to preach to the 
Gentiles (see Acts 9:15; 22:21). 


Wed.—Romans 16:3-16. 
Fellow Workers in Christ. 
Paul sends greetings to 27 friends 
and names 8 others in Romans 16, show- 
ing that he highly valued Christian 
friends. They are really our most pre- 
cious earthly possessions, and it is im- 
portant to try to keep friendships 
unbroken. Note that in verse 3 he 
calls Priscilla and Aquila his “helpers 
in Christ Jesus,” which is evidence that 
they had grown in grace. Paul’s ex- 


for September 10) 


ample shows that it is right for us 4 
send greetings in letters and by word of 
mouth to our friends. It will re 
you to observe carefully what he says 
about each of his fellow workers in 
verses 3 to 16. Here are illustrations of 
Paul’s own later word, “And be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, for. 


giving one another, even as God for 


é 


Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph, ~ 


4:32). 


Thurs.—Colossians 1:24-29. 
Teaching for Christian Gre 
The Church is the body of 
“Christ was destined to endure certai 
afflictions in this figurative body, 
well as in His literal; these were ‘th 
which is 
of Christ’” 
Brown). The mystery shown to f 
saints is “Christ in you, the hope 
glory.” This is also our hope of vi 
in this life, a truth clearly expo 
by Dr. C. G. Trumbull in The Life 
Wins (Sunday School Times Co., 5 cer 
a copy). Though Paul worked 
he did it in the strength of Christ ( 
29 and Phil. 4:13). 


Fri—Colossians 2:1-7. A Firm 


Paul had great concern for the 
sians and Laodiceans, which he 
up in several phrases in verse 2. 
placed a high value on love and 
We need to check what men say 
the Scriptures, so that we may not 
beguiled “with enticing words.” J 


(Jamieson, Fausset 


as we received Christ by faith, so Wi a 
are to walk by faith, that is, go mn 


growing in the Christian life, 
Him moment by moment. “For 

7). The way to be rooted and built 
in Him and established in the faith 


walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 2 


to be constantly studying and meditat- 


ing upon the Scriptures. 


Sat.—Ephesians 4:1-7. 
A Life Worthy of Our Calling 


“Walk” is often used figuratively in 
the Bible to mean our behavior or pro 
gress in the Christian life. We are to be 
good representatives of Christ, and 
verses 2 and 3 show us how. “One” is” 
used seven times in verses 4 to 6, thus 
speaking of a sevenfold unity among 
believers. Seven is the number of die 
vine perfection. It is clear that, while” 
we are united in Christ, yet we have 
different gifts. This ought to do away 
with jealousy and discontent in Ch 
tian work. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 


8 
: 


4:7-18. es 
God’s Power in Us 


It is well to remember that not only 


do “we have this treasure in eart 
vessels,” but our brethren do also. 
would help to stop the mouth of efi 
cism. This brief review of Paul’s 
should encourage us to bear ours 
tiently, and not get discouraged. 
though our physical strength 
less as we grow older, yet spiritually 
can and ought to grow stronger. 
us remember, too, that our trials 


Deco 


F 


.temporary and will work for good; 


let us keep on looking forward to 4 
joys of our eternal home in Hea 
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behind of the afflictions” 
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